The Wayne High School boys’ golf team had its contest at Oakland postponed yesterday, but the squad will head down to Lincoln today for the Pius Invite.  Blue Devil swingers will tee off between 10:52 and 11:20 this morning at Holmes Golf Course, with Alex Arneson, Trent Beza, Joe Whitt, Collin Jeffries, and Andy Diediker set to compete.

In college sports, the Wayne State College baseball team will get dirty in Sioux Falls when they visit Augustana College for a doubleheader.  If the snow is cleared away, then the first pitch will fly around one o’clock this afternoon.

The softball squad is also road-trippin’ today, with a visit to Iowa in the plans.  The ‘Cats will head to Fayette where they’ll go up against Upper Iowa twice, starting at 1:00 p.m. as well.
Speaking of softball, the NSIC players of the week came out yesterday, with an Omaha native taking one honor.  The player of the week is senior Amanda Burkhart of Southwest Minnesota State.  The right-fielder that played her high school ball at Millard South had a great week for SMSU, giving out free tickets to her own “gun show”.  She hit .750 for the week and smashed three home runs as the Mustangs opened the NSIC season 4-0.  The senior cracked all of her jacks in Thursday’s doubleheader with Northern State, which SMSU won 11-0 and 10-0.  Burkhart went 6/8 for the week, scoring eight times, while racking up seven RBI, and a ridiculous 1.875 slugging percentage.  With those three home runs, Burkhart now has a team-best six bombs on the season.  On the other side of the ball, the NSIC Pitcher of the Week is Augustana freshman Chelsey Durland.  Durland posted a 3-0 record as the Vikings went 7-0 for the week, including a 3-0 mark in the NSIC to take over first place with a 5-0 conference record.  Durland pitched 3.2 innings of relief to pick up a win in Augie’s 3-2 win over Upper Iowa on Wednesday.  On Thursday, she tossed a one-hitter with six strikeouts in an 11-0 five-inning win over Mayville State.  On Saturday, Durland outdueled WSC’s Katie Goetzinger to help Augustana to a 6-1 win.  For the week, the rookie scattered eleven hits in 15.2 innings of work.  She allowed just one earned run, walked three, and struck out fourteen.

In NSIC baseball, the player of the week is also a freshman.  Minnesota State DH/OF Ben Kincaid had two solid games, going 4/7.  In a win over SMSU, he had two hits, runs, and RBI; thanks in large part to a two-run bomb.  The pitcher of the week honors go to Upper Iowa’s Greg Sieck.  The senior tossed a no-hitter in the final game of the UIU-UMC series, moving the Peacocks’ record to .500 in the NSIC.  Sieck threw all seven innings, striking out seven Golden Eagles.  He erased a walk that he issued with a slick pickoff move that left the baserunner stunned.  Sieck is now 2-1 on the season.

Down south, it’s time for a little in-state rivalry action on the baseball diamond when the Bluejays visit the Huskers.  Nebraska and Creighton will face-off at Hawks Field with the first pitch scheduled for just after six o’clock tonight.

